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Radio Four has been described as "the greatest broadcasting channel in the world," the "heartbeat of the
BBC," a cultural icon of Britishness, and the voice of Middle England. Defined by its rich mix,
encompassing everything from journalism and drama to comedy, quizzes, and short-stories. Many of its
programs- such as Today, The Archers, Woman's Hour, The Hitchhiker's Guide To the Galaxy, Gardeners'
Question Time, and The Shipping Forecast--have been part of British life for decades. Others, less
successful, have caused offence and prompted derision. Born as it was in the Swinging Sixties, Radio Four's
central challenge has been to change with the times, while trying not to lose faith with those who see it as a
standard-bearer for quality, authoritativeness, or simply "old-fashioned" BBC values.

In this first major behind-the-scenes account of the station's history, David Hendy--a former producer for
Radio Four--draws on privileged access to the BBC's own archives and new interviews with key personnel to
illuminate the arguments and controversies behind the creation of some of its most popular programmes. He
reveals the station's struggle to justify itself in a television age, favouring clear branding and tightly-targeted
audiences, with bitter disputes between the BBC and its fiercely loyal listeners. The story of these struggles
is about more than the survival of one radio network: Radio Four has been a lightning rod for all sorts of
wider social anxieties over the past forty years. A kaleidoscopic view of the changing nature of the BBC, this
book provides a gripping insight into the very nature of British life and culture in the last decades of the
twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Morris Whitfield:

The book Life On Air: A History of Radio Four make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Life On Air: A History of Radio Four to
become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a e-book Life On Air: A History
of Radio Four. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Marlene Wiedman:

The book Life On Air: A History of Radio Four can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Life On Air: A History of Radio Four? Several
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Life On Air: A History of Radio
Four has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Thelma Martin:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Life On Air:
A History of Radio Four suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often
the book untitled Life On Air: A History of Radio Fouris one of several books this everyone read now. This
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people
can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Bernetta Smith:

Exactly why? Because this Life On Air: A History of Radio Four is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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