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A psychologist tests Freud's claims that faith is aform of wishful thinking and belief in God a consoling
illusion.

Isfaith simply aform of wishful thinking? Is belief in God merely a consoling illusion? So argued Sigmund
Freud in The Future of an lllusion. And the force of Freud's argument continues to be felt asit features
prominently among critics of religion such as the New Atheists.

But was Freud right? Until now, few have directly examined the plausibility of Freud's argument. But here,
in a groundbreaking analysisinspired by the religious types described by William James in his seminal The
Varieties of Religious Experience, Richard Beck explores the motivational dynamics among "summer
Christians" and "winter Christians." Further, across a variety of laboratory studies, Beck examines how
Christians variously engage with art (exploring what Beck has dubbed "The Thomas Kinkade Effect"),
doctrine (from the Incarnation to beliefs regarding the activity of the devil), and religious differencein a
pluralistic world. In each instance, Beck analyzes the underlying motivations of the religious types, sifting
through the varieties and illusions of religious experience.

The Authenticity of Faith presents aradical "New Apologetics," an attempt to move beyond contentious
philosophical and theological disputes to examine the scientific merits of Freud's critique of faith. Hereis an
unlikely journey--the scientific search for an authentic faith; the outcome is sure to inspire reflection,
conversation, and debate among believers and skeptics alike.
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From reader reviews:
Frank Hall:

Here thing why this particular The Authenticity of Faith: The Varieties and Illusions of Religious Experience
are different and trusted to be yours. First of al reading through abook is good but it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Authenticity of Faith: The Varieties and
Illusions of Religious Experience giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no book that similar with The Authenticity of Faith: The Varieties and I1lusions of
Religious Experience. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can actualy bring
everywhere likein park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having
difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Authenticity of Faith: The Varieties and
Illusions of Religious Experience in e-book can be your choice.

Karl Harms:

Reading a guide tendsto be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get alot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authorsin thisworld alwaystry to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of
them isthis The Authenticity of Faith: The Varieties and Illusions of Religious Experience.

Shelia Tonn:

The publication with title The Authenticity of Faith: The Varieties and Illusions of Religious Experience
contains alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. This
particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world.
That book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Richard Dike:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, yathink reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Authenticity of Faith: The
Varieties and Illusions of Religious Experience which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
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