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Among maternal deities of the Greek pantheon, the Mother of the Gods was a paradox. She is variously
described as a devoted mother, a chaste wife, an impassioned lover, and a virgin daughter; she is said to be
both foreign and familiar to the Greeks. In this erudite and absorbing study, Mark Munn examines how the
cult of Mother of the Gods came from Phrygia and Lydia, where she was the mother of tyrants, to Athens,
where she protected the laws of the Athenian democracy. Analyzing the divergence of Greek and Asiatic
culture at the beginning of the classical era, Munn describes how Kybebe, the Lydian goddess who signified
fertility and sovereignty, assumed a different aspect to the Greeks when Lydia became part of the Persian
empire. Conflict and resolution were played out symbolically, he shows, and the goddess of Lydian tyranny
was eventually accepted by the Athenians as the Mother of the Gods, and as a symbol of their own
sovereignty.

This book elegantly illustrates how ancient divinities were not static types, but rather expressions of cultural
systems that responded to historical change. Presenting a new perspective on the context in which the
Homeric and Hesiodic epics were composed, Munn traces the transformation of the Asiatic deity who was
the goddess of Sacred Marriage among the Assyrians and Babylonians, equivalent to Ishtar. Among the
Lydians, she was the bride to tyrants and the mother of tyrants. To the Greeks, she was Aphrodite. An
original and compelling consideration of the relations between the Greeks and the dominant powers of
western Asia, The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia is the first thorough examination of
the way that religious cult practice and thought influenced political activities during and after the sixth and
fifth centuries B.C.
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From reader reviews:

James Conner:

This The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in Ancient Religion
book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by
reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and
the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in Ancient Religion without we realize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Mother of the
Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in Ancient Religion can bring whenever you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of
Sovereignty in Ancient Religion having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Willene Choate:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of
Sovereignty in Ancient Religion can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Alma Rasmussen:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a reserve. The book The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of
Sovereignty in Ancient Religion it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

John Johnson:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and



soul or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A
Study of Sovereignty in Ancient Religion can make you experience more interested to read.
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